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— Editor’s note: This is the second of two stories on the South Platte Basin Roundtable 
meeting held last week in Sterling. 
 
By JUDY DEBUS 
Sterling Journal-Advocate 
After spending the first half of a water roundtable update meeting taking a look at “where we 
have been,” water leaders, municipal leaders, county leaders, legislators, farmers and ranchers 
heard from presenters on “where we are going” in Sterling last week. 
 
Brian Werner of the Northern Colorado Water Conservancy District gave an update on the status 
and the scope of projects and processes that have been identified by the Roundtables. 
 
“We’re living on people that fought for the systems and infrastructure that we benefit from 
today, 50, 60 and 75, 80, 90 years ago, we are living on today,” he said. “It’s been decades since 
we’ve done much in terms of water infrastructure in Northern Colorado.” 
 
He pointed out the Colorado-Big Thompson Project as something that was done in the past, and 
pointed out that now it is time to prepare for those that will be living 50 years from now. 
 
“People are going to keep coming here and we are going to have figure out how we are going to 
provide water for them,” he said. 
 
He emphasized that population growth is not just people moving here but the fact that those 
living here are having more children. 
 
There are 33 different cities and towns that get at least part of their water from the C-BT project, 
and the need is to find out how to add to that without drying up all the agricultural land. 
 
“Even if all the proposals we have on the board were completed there is still going to be a gap 
out there,” he said. 
 
At the present time, most of the projects being considered will be many years to completion and 
there is more pressure on the ag water supplies. 
 
Eric Hecox, section chief of the Colorado Water Conservation Board, presented a statewide 
perspective and what the path forward may look like. He presented an overview of the statewide 
activities and the ongoing technical support of the needs assessment. 
 
He spoke of several draft reports that can be accessed on the Web at  
http://cwcb.state.co.us/IWMD/COsWaterSupplyFuture/. 
 
He also listed key findings: 



 
• Colorado’s population will nearly double by 2050 requiring between 830,000 and 1.7 million 
acre-feet of additional water to meet municipal and industrial needs. 
 
• Identifying projects and methods to meet environmental and recreational water needs will 
continue to be a priority. 
 
• Colorado will rely on a mix of conservation, agricultural transfers and new water supply 
development. 
 
• Substantial investment will be needed to meet needs, i.e., a new water supply project yielding 
250,000 acre-feet will cost $7.5 to $10 billion. 
 
Mike Shimmin, a member of the Interbasin Compact Committee, said he has attended about 70 
meetings in the last four years addressing water issues as have many others. 
 
“It is a reflection of the work that has gone into the effort of putting together a plan for the state,” 
he said. 
 
He concluded with the four choices that have been identified: 
 
• Work to get the identified projects built. 
 
• Implement more municipal and industrial conservation measures. 
 
• Develop new water rights from the Colorado River. 
 
• Dry up irrigated agriculture (25 to 44 percent in the South Platte Basin). 
 
Shimmin stated that resolving those issues will need the input of everyone with ideas and energy. 
 
“In order to achieve this, we will need ongoing funding to accomplish this process,” he said. 
 
A question and answer session followed the presentations. 
 


